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One Step Closer to a Healthy, Free-Flowing White Salmon River  

WHITE SALMON, October 12, 2010 — Friends of the White Salmon River (FWSR), local businesspeople, and recreational groups are celebrating the issuance of a long-awaited water quality permit for the removal of Condit Dam. The permit paves the way for removing the dam in October 2011 and restoring a healthy, free-flowing White Salmon River.

The Washington Department of Ecology today issued the water quality permit under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Issuance of the permit is a major milestone and is the final step before issuance of a dam removal order by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, which is expected later this year.
“The effort to restore the White Salmon River is in the home stretch,” says FWSR president Pat Arnold. “This permit is not the final step before dam removal, but it is a major step forward, and it gives us great hope that next year the river will be free-flowing, with anadromous fish and Pacific lamprey making their home in the River for the first time in almost a century.”
Condit Dam is a 125-foot-tall dam on the White Salmon River that was completed in 1913. Located about three miles upstream from the confluence with the Columbia River, the dam blocks the migrations of salmon and steelhead populations that are listed as threatened or endangered. Removing the dam will open up 33 miles of high-quality fish habitat and boost regional salmon recovery efforts. Biologists expect annual returns of about 800 steelhead and up to 8,000 salmon.

Local fishermen look forward to the return of wild salmon and steelhead to the White Salmon. Says Buzz Ramsey, former president of the Northwest Sportsfishing Industry Association and one of the Northwest’s best-known fishermen: “There are exciting examples from the east coast and from here in the Northwest about how resilient salmon are if we give them a fighting chance. I’m proud to be part of the effort to remove Condit Dam, putting the White Salmon back to work for fish and communities. I can’t wait to fish this river with my two sons in the near future.”
Dam removal will also benefit local businesspeople, adding more than five continuous miles of whitewater to a river that is already well known for its rafting and kayaking opportunities. Commercial and non-commercial use of the river for whitewater activities supports local businesses that are dependent upon tourism and recreational income.

More than 25,000 whitewater enthusiasts ride the rapids of the White Salmon River annually. "With its consistent water flow, and wide range of difficulty of the various stretches of river used by boaters from all over, it is considered one of the best whitewater rivers in the United States," says Jaco Klinkenberg of Wet Planet, one of nine permitted outfitters on the White Salmon. "Opening up this new stretch of river gives our recreation-based economy room to grow."
Diverse interests—including the dam owner PacifiCorp, the Yakama Nation, government agencies, and conservation and recreation groups—support dam removal. Decommissioning the dam is less expensive than building fish ladders and making the necessary modifications and costly repairs to the aging dam. Like many other outdated dams across the country, Condit Dam was once valuable but now causes too much environmental harm and no longer makes economic sense.

“FWSR recognizes that the removal of Condit Dam will result in short-term impacts on fishing and the long-term loss of Northwestern Lake, but believes that restoration of the White Salmon to a free-flowing state will benefit our whole community,” Arnold says. “It will be good for local businesses, recreational users, and salmon, steelhead and other wildlife, now and for generations to come.” 

Friends of the White Salmon River (FWSR) is a grassroots nonprofit formed in 1976. The group’s mission is to restore and preserve the White Salmon River watershed and riparian habitats. FWSR is a signatory to the 1999 agreement with PacifiCorp to remove the dam.
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